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KEY EVENTS AND DATES TO REMEMBER 

DATE EVENT 

Thursday 26th 

January 2017 

4:00pm – 7:00pm 

Year 9 Parents’ Evening 

Opportunity to discuss performance and possible choices with teachers. 

Thursday 9th 

February 2017 

6:00pm – 8:00pm 

Year 9 Guided Choices & Subject Information Evening 

Including a presentation to parents and opportunity to consult subject 

leaders and senior staff about the courses we are offering. 

Friday 3rd March 

2017 

7.30am – 6.00pm 

Tutor Consultation Day (as part of ROSE Day 3) 

You will be invited to arrange an individual consultation for you and your 

parents/carers with your Form Tutor to discuss your guided choices. You 

will receive your ‘Choices Form’ at that consultation. 

Monday 6th 

March 2017 

Choices Form Submission Deadline 

Final date for submission of your ‘Choices Form’. This must be submitted 

to students’ Form Tutors. 

March & April 

2017 

Guided Choices Review 

If additional consultations are required they will take place between 

selected students and a senior member of staff before final allocations 

are confirmed. 

April 2017 

Confirmation of Choice Allocations 

A confirmation letter informing you and your parents/carers of the 

choices that have been allocated is sent home. 
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INFORMATION FOR YEAR 9 STUDENTS 
This booklet is for you and your parents/carers. It is to help you to think about the future, not only in the 

next two years when you will be at school, but also beyond where you may choose to stay on for the 6th 

Form as a precursor to University, choose to go to College, or apply for an Apprenticeship and enter further 

training. It is therefore very important and please read it carefully. 

So far, you may not have given much thought to the timetable that you have followed in school or to what 

you want to do in the future. However, for Years 10 and 11 you have the opportunity to choose some of the 

subjects that you will study. The courses that you choose will lead to a range of qualifications that will help 

to prepare you for further education and life when you leave school. 

KEY STAGE 4 (YEARS 10 & 11) 

All students follow a ‘compulsory core’ of subjects where you will achieve a qualification which include: 

 English & English Literature (as GCSE courses) 

 Mathematics (as a GCSE course) 

 Science (as either separate or combined awarded GSCEs) 

In addition to the above ‘compulsory core’ of subjects where you will achieve a qualification, you will also 

have lessons in: 

 Physical Education (a national statutory requirement throughout KS4 – you can opt to take the 

GCSE or BTEC qualification as well) 

 Personal Social Citizenship & Health Education (continuing to be delivered through ROSE Days) 

MAKING YOUR ADDITIONAL CHOICES 

You may already have an idea about what you would like to do in the future and have thought about the 

choices you need to make. Our subject leaders and senior staff have considerable experience and expertise 

that we will use to guide you to make the right choices that are suited to your interests, abilities and 

aspirations. 

This booklet contains information about each of the courses that you may wish to study. Please read the 

details to ensure that the courses are right for you and to gain an understanding of how the courses are 

assessed. Use the information in this booklet and consider your own aspirations, what subjects you enjoy 

and have interest in. 

On the next page is some detail about the supporting information that you have received. 
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SUPPORTING INFORMATION 

You will have received some additional information from 

the school that is important to bring along with you to any 

evening or meeting at the school. That additional 

information will look like the sheet shown to the left. 

The sheet shows your “Grade Most Likely” and the 

percentage chance of getting a higher or lower grade. This 

is taken from your “FFT Estimate” that is provided to 

schools by FFT Aspire (linked to the Fischer Family Trust) 

who process national data for the Government, including 

school census, national assessment, test and exam 

information. 

Your “Grade Most Likely” will be your official target grade 

for Key Stage 4 in the subject that it corresponds to. The 

same sheet details how your achievement of your target 

grade would be impacted by attendance. 

At the bottom of the sheet are details of the Core Subject 

offer and Science recommendation for you, as well as space for any notes that you might like to make. 

THE IMPACT OF ATTENDANCE 

Your attendance will have a massive impact on how well you achieve during Key 

Stage 4. It can be a deciding factor in whether or not you meet or beat your 

potential target grades, or suffer “academic underachievement”. 

With respect to “academic underachievement” the table to the right (Figure 1) 

shows how attendance did have a startling effect on the results achieved by a 

previous year group. The supporting information that you have received will 

show you the average impact on achievement that has been shown nationally. 

Enjoy the options process and choose wisely for you! 

  

FIGURE 1 - ACTUAL IMPACT OF 

ATTENDANCE ON A YEAR 11 GROUP 
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SUBJECT LIST 
Core Subjects 

 GCSE English Language 

 GCSE English Literature 

 GCSE Mathematics 

 GCSE Sciences 

Additional Course Options – EBacc Subjects 

 GCSE Computer Science 

 GCSE Geography 

 GCSE History 

 GCSE Modern Foreign Languages - French, German and Spanish 

Additional Course Options – Other 

 GCSE Art and Design 

 GCSE Business Studies 

 BTEC Business 

 AQA Technical Award in Child Development 

 GCSE Design Technology 

 GCSE Drama 

 BTEC Engineering 

 AQA Technical Award in Fashion & Textiles 

 GCSE Food Preparation & Nutrition 

 BTEC ICT 

 GCSE Music 

 GCSE Philosophy 

 GCSE Physical Education 

 GCSE Psychology 

 GCSE Sociology  
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GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

Exam Board Course Length Head of Department 

AQA 2 Years Mrs S Gatward 

What is GCSE English Language all about?  
GCSE English Language will develop your reading and writing skills. You will read a range of texts written 

between the 19th century to the 21st century, covering a range of themes and genres. You will develop your 

writing so that you can write in a range of different styles and purposes as well as for different audiences.  

Course Structure 
You will study a range of extracts from texts on different topics and themes to develop your knowledge 

about how writers use language and structure to influence and interest their audiences. These extracts will 

be from both fiction and non-fiction texts written from 1800 to the present day.  

You will have the opportunity develop your creative writing in a wide range of styles for a range of different 

purposes and audiences. You will build upon the techniques you already know from Key Stage 3 so that you 

are able to express your views in a way that will achieve the maximum amount of impact on your audience. 

How will I be assessed?  
There are two written examinations for English Language - there are no tiers of entry for this subject. At the 

end of the two year course, candidates will be awarded a grade from 1 to 9. 

Unit Title Description / Method of Assessment 

Explorations in 

creative reading 

and writing 

A 1 hour 45 min exam worth 80 marks and 50% of the GCSE: 

 Section A – Reading (40 marks 25% of GCSE) 4 questions about extracts you 

have read.  

 Section B – Writing (descriptive or narrative) (40 marks 25% of GCSE) 1 

extended creative answer. 

Writers' 

viewpoints and 

perspectives 

A 1 hour 45 mins exam worth 80 marks and 50% of the GCSE: 

 Section A – Reading (40 marks 25% of GCSE) 4 questions about a fiction 

extract and literary non-fiction extract you have read.  

 Section B – Writing – writing to present a viewpoint (40 marks 25% of GCSE) 

1 extended creative answer. 

Spoken language Will be tested by your teacher. For this element of the course you will receive a 

Spoken Language endorsement which will not count towards your GCSE grade. For 

this element of the course you will be assessed on how you present, respond to 

questions/feedback and your use of Standard English. 

What could I do next with GCSE English Language?  
This GCSE will open the door to a wide variety of sixth form or college courses. In the sixth form at 

Tytherington School, we offer A Level English Language and English Literature that this course will prepare 

you for. 
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GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE 

Exam Board Course Length Head of Department 

AQA 2 Years Mrs S Gatward 

What is GCSE English Language all about?  
GCSE English Literature will develop your reading and analysis skills. You will read a variety of texts by many 

different authors from different time periods. 

Course Structure 
You will have four lessons of English a week in which both the GCSE English Language and GCSE English 

Literature courses will be delivered.  

You will study a wide range of texts including “Macbeth” by William Shakespeare, “The Sign of Four” by Sir 

Arthur Conan Doyle and “An Inspector Calls” by J.B. Priestley. You will also study a collection of poetry on 

the theme of “Power and Conflict” and learn how to analyse “unseen” poems. 

How will I be assessed?  
There are two written examinations for English Literature. There are no tiers of entry for this subject. At the 

end of the two-year course, candidates will be awarded a grade from 1 to 9. 

Unit Title Description / Method of Assessment 

Shakespeare and 

the 19th century 

novel 

A 1 hour 45 min exam worth 64 marks and 40% of the GCSE: 

 Section A – Shakespeare: one question on “Macbeth”.  

 Section B – The 19th-century novel: one question on “The Sign of Four” by Sir 

Arthur Conan Doyle. 

Modern texts and 

poetry 

A 1 hour 45 mins exam worth 80 marks and 50% of the GCSE: 

 Section A – Modern texts: one essay question on “An Inspector Calls” by JB 

Priestley.  

 Section B – Poetry: compare two poems on the theme of “power and 

conflict.”  

 Section C – Unseen poetry: Analyse an unseen poem and compare it to 

another unseen poem. 

What could I do next with GCSE English Literature?  
This GCSE will open the door to a wide variety of sixth form or college courses. In the sixth form at 

Tytherington School, we offer A Level English Language and English Literature that this course will prepare 

you for. 
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GCSE MATHEMATICS 

Exam Board Course Length Head of Department 

EdExcel 2 Years Mr G Barlow 

Summary of course 

 Acquire and use problem-solving strategies 

 Select and apply mathematical techniques and methods in 

 Mathematical, every day and real-world situations 

 Reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences and draw Conclusions 

 Interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms appropriate to the 

information and context 

“Mathematics is the language with which God has written the Universe.” 

Galileo Galilei 

Key components 

 Unit Title Description / Method of Assessment 

IMA1 Two tiers of entry: 

 Higher tier with available grades of 9 to 4 

 Foundation tier with available grades of 5 to 1 

Three terminal papers equally weighted each of 1 hour and 30 minutes, the first of 

which is non-calculator. 
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GCSE COMBINED SCIENCES 

Exam Board Course Length Head of Department 

AQA 2 Years Mr M Hutchison 

Summary of course 
The traditional route followed by many students is a core GCSE in Science started in Year 9 and completed 

in Year 11. This route gives students an excellent education in all three science disciplines and will adequately 

prepare students for the study of Biology, Chemistry and Physics at Advanced level in our expanding Sixth 

Form. 

Key components 

 Unit Title Description / Method of Assessment 

Biology Two terminal examinations with structured questions based on topics of: 

Cell Biology, Organisation, Infection and Response, Bioenergetics, Homeostasis and 

Response, Inheritance, Variation & Selection and Ecology. 

Chemistry Two terminal examinations with structured questions based on topics of: 

Atomic structure and the Periodic Table, Bonding, Structure, and the Properties of 

Matter, Quantitative Chemistry, Chemical Changes, Energy Changes, the Rate and 

Extent of Chemical Change, Organic Chemistry, Chemical Analysis, Chemistry of the 

Atmosphere and Using Resources. 

Physics Two terminal examinations with structured questions based on topics of: 

Energy, Electricity, Particle Model of Matter, Atomic Structure, Forces, Waves, 

Magnetism and Electromagnetism. 

Practical 

Activities 

The course will also include 21 required practical activities, carried out across all 

scientific disciplines. Practical skills are examined in the final examinations alongside 

the topics listed above. 
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GCSE SEPARATE SCIENCES 

Exam Board Course Length Head of Department 

AQA 2 Years Mr M Hutchison 

Summary of course 
This involves the study of Biology, Chemistry and Physics as separate subjects at GCSE. This enables students 

to study the three science disciplines in more depth and prepares them very well for A-Level and beyond. 

This option is suitable for many students and is recommended for those students who have the ability to 

achieve a 6 grade or above in the GCSE Science examinations. If a student is considering going on to read a 

science at university or is considering a career as a vet or medical practitioner, separate science would be 

our recommended course at GCSE. 

Key components 

 Unit Title Description / Method of Assessment 

Biology Two terminal examinations with structured questions based on topics of: 

Cell Biology, Organisation, Infection and Response, Bioenergetics, Homeostasis and 

Response, Inheritance, Variation & Selection and Ecology. 

The course will also include 10 Biology required practical activities performed over 

the three years. These practical skills are examined in the final examinations 

alongside the specification content. 

Chemistry Two terminal examinations with structured questions based on topics of: 

Atomic structure and the Periodic Table, Bonding, Structure, and the Properties of 

Matter, Quantitative Chemistry, Chemical Changes, Energy Changes, the Rate and 

Extent of Chemical Change, Organic Chemistry, Chemical Analysis, Chemistry of the 

Atmosphere and Using Resources. 

The course will also include 8 Chemistry required practical activities performed over 

the three years. These practical skills are examined in the final examinations 

alongside the specification content. 

Physics Two terminal examinations with structured questions based on topics of: 

Energy, Electricity, Particle Model of Matter, Atomic Structure, Forces, Waves, 

Magnetism and Electromagnetism. 

The course will also include 10 Physics required practical activities performed over 

the three years. These practical skills are examined in the final examinations 

alongside the specification content. 
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GCSE COMPUTER SCIENCE 

Exam Board Course Length Head of Department 

AQA 2 Years Mr D Coppock 

Summary of course 
Why do Computer Science at GCSE? 

The EBacc subject of Computer Science explores technology and looks at the ways of solving problems 

through ‘Computational Thinking’. Programming is at the core of the course but theory then builds on this 

knowledge to cover why programming works, how the components of a computer translate your code and 

to see how all data is represented using 1s and 0s. 

You need to be able to, or be willing to learn how to, think logically. Programming has a difficulty similar to 

trying to learn a new foreign language but it will give you a real sense of achievement when you solve even 

the smallest of problems. The course uses Python and MySQL in assessment, but other languages will be 

covered. 

Who will get the most out of this course? 

The Computer Science GCSE course is a good starting point if A-Level Computer Science is going to be 

considered at Sixth Form. An existing interesting in programming will be beneficial but it is not a prerequisite. 

Even as a new course it is already very highly regarded by both industry and further education because of its 

complexity and is seen as a gateway to many careers. 

Key components 

 Unit Title Description / Method of Assessment 

Computational 

thinking and 

problem solving 

A 1 hour 30 minutes examination set on practically based scenarios, worth 40% of 

the final mark.  

Computational thinking, problem solving, code tracing and applied computing as 

well as: 

 Fundamentals of algorithms 

 Programming 

 Fundamentals of data representation 

 Computer systems 

Written 

Assessment 

A 1 hour 30 minutes examination worth 40% of the final mark.  

 Computer systems 

 Fundamentals of computer networks 

 Fundamentals of cyber security 

 Ethical, legal and environmental impacts of digital technology on wider 

society, including issues of privacy 
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Non-Examination 

Assessment 

A maintained portfolio of coursework worth 20% of the final mark.  

The non-exam assessment (NEA) assesses a student's ability to use the knowledge 

and skills gained through the course to solve a practical programming problem. 

Students will be expected to follow a systematic approach to problem solving, 

consistent with the skills covered in lessons. 
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GCSE GEOGRAPHY 

Exam Board Course Length Head of Department 

AQA 2 Years Miss L Tunley 

Summary of course 
GCSE Geography is an English Baccalaureate (EBacc) course that is suitable for all students who have an 

interest in the world around them.  It enables students to understand the inter-relationships between people 

and their environment. It helps make sense of the changes that are happening in the world, and to make 

informed decisions. Geographical skills are taught throughout the course and students will develop an 

appreciation of values as they investigate the world around them.  It has a strong academic tradition and 

links well to most other areas of the curriculum at Tytherington. 

Who will get the most out of this course? 

Geography suits students who are enquiring, good communicators, creative thinkers and those who are 

socially, economically and environmentally aware.  Geography is assessed at both higher and foundation 

level through short and extended answers and testing geographical skills. 

Key components 

 Unit Title Description / Method of Assessment 

“Living with the 

Physical 

Environment” 

(Physical 

Geography) 

35% 

A 1 hour 30 minutes examination at the end of Year 11 where you will be tested on 

your knowledge and understanding of the challenge of natural hazards and the 

living world, physical landscapes of the United Kingdom and human interaction with 

them. This unit develops an understanding of the tectonic, geomorphological, 

biological and meteorological processes and features in different environments. It 

provides you with the knowledge about the need for management strategies 

governed by sustainability and consideration of the direct and indirect effects of 

human interaction with the Earth and the atmosphere. 

 The Challenge of Natural Hazards – You will be looking at natural hazards, 

tectonic hazards, weather hazards and climate change. 

 The Living World – You will be looking at ecosystems, tropical rainforests and 

hot deserts. 

 Physical Landscapes in the UK – Here you will be looking at the 

characteristics and features of rivers from source to mouth and the causes, 

effects and management of flooding.  You will also be looking at erosion, 

landforms, coastal protection and flooding.   
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“Living with the 

Human 

Environment” 

(Human 

Geography) 

35% 

A 1 hour 30 minutes examination at the end of Year 11 where you will be tested on 

your knowledge and understanding of human processes, systems and outcomes and 

how these change both spatially and temporally. You will develop an understanding 

of the factors that produce a diverse variety of human environments; the dynamic 

nature of these environments that change over time and place; the need for 

sustainable management; and the areas of current and future challenge and 

opportunity for these 

environments. 

 Urban Issues and Challenges – You will be looking at population, 

urbanisation, urban change in UK cities, sustainability and transport 

management. 

 The Changing Economic World – You will be looking at global economic 

development, quality of life, the development gap, LICs and NEEs, the UK 

economy. 

 Resource Management – You will be looking at issues affecting resources 

and the demand and conflict associated with food and water. 

Geographical 

Applications 

30% 

A 1 hour 15 minutes examination in the June of Year 11 where you will demonstrate 

your knowledge and understanding of: 

• How to recognise the different sides in debates and make decisions based on 

sound argument. 

• How to undertake a fieldwork enquiry developing transferable skills in 

research, data collection, analysis and evaluation. 

• Written/verbal communication skills, including report writing and data 

presentation. 

• The highly regarded skills of being able to work independently and within a 

team, considering different ideas and coming to an agreed consensus. 

• How to develop and use a wide range of maps from atlas to Ordnance Survey 

to maps in association with photographs. 

• Numerical and statistical skills. 
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GCSE HISTORY 

Exam Board Course Length Head of Department 

AQA (History A) 2 Years Mrs K Pearson 

Summary of course 
Why do History at GCSE? 

 It’ll be always fascinating, sometimes gruesome and very occasionally horrifying. 

 It will get you thinking and help you practise organising those thoughts. 

 With its emphasis on analysis and explanation it is a good foundation for any study at A-level. 

 Classes are usually lively with debate, presentations and a sense of curiosity. 

 It is an English Baccalaureate (EBacc) course that could support application to further study. 

Who will get the most out of this course? 

History suits students who are enquiring and analytical thinkers. It asks questions of evidence and differing 

views of the same event. Since History is assessed through extended writing and essay based exams it usually 

suits students who have confidence in these skills and ability to create an argument on paper. 

Key components 

 Unit Title Description / Method of Assessment 

Period Study and 

Thematic Study 

A 1 hour 45 minutes examination at the end of Year 11 where you will be tested on 

your knowledge and understanding of: 

 Germany: Democracy and Dictatorship 1890-1945 (Period Study) – This 

period study focuses on the development of Germany during a turbulent half 

century of change. It was a period of democracy and dictatorship – the 

development and collapse of democracy and the rise and fall of Nazism. 

 Conflict and Tension: 1918-1939 (Thematic Study) – This wider world depth 

study enables students to understand the complex and diverse interests of 

different individuals and states. It focuses on the causes of the Second World 

War and seeks to show how and why conflict occurred and why it proved 

difficult to resolve the issues which caused it. This study also considers the 

role of key individuals and groups in shaping change, as well as how they 

were affected by and influenced international relations. 

Wider World 

Depth Study and 

British Depth 

Study including 

Historical 

Environment 

A 1 hour 45 minutes examination at the end of Year 11 where you will be tested on 

your knowledge and understanding of: 

 Britain: Health and the People, 1100 to present day (Wider World Depth 

Study) – This thematic study will enable students to gain an understanding of 

how medicine and public health developed in Britain over a long period of 

time. It considers the causes, scale, nature and consequences of short and 

long term developments, their impact on British society and how they were 

related to the key features and characteristics of the periods during which 

they took place. Although the focus of this study is the development of 
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medicine and public health in Britain, it will draw on wider world 

developments that impacted on the core themes. Students will have the 

opportunity to see how some ideas and events in the wider world affected 

Britain and will promote the idea that key themes did not develop in 

isolation, but these ideas and events should be referenced in terms of their 

effects on the core theme for Britain and British people. 

 Medieval England - the reign of Edward I, 1272–1307 (British Depth Study 

including Historical Environment) – This option allows students to study in 

depth Medieval England and the reign of Edward I. The depth study will 

focus on the major events of the reign of Edward considered from economic, 

religious, political, social and cultural standpoint, and arising contemporary 

and historical controversies with particular focus to Conwy Castle. 
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GCSE MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES – FRENCH, GERMAN & SPANISH 

Exam Board Course Length Head of Department 

AQA 2 Years Miss R Roe 

Summary of course 
Why do a language at GCSE? 

 It improves your grasp of English. 

 It allows you to achieve the English Baccalaureate (EBacc).  

 It enhances your confidence. 

 It gives you a wider understanding of world affairs. 

 It widens your career / job options, for example you have a much better chance of being offered a 

place on a course to do Primary teaching. 

 It makes travelling easier and more enjoyable. 

 It helps you to communicate effectively and for a variety of purposes in the worlds of work and 

leisure.  

 It helps you make and communicate with new friends in different countries. 

 It boosts brain power. 

Who will get the most out of this course? 

Languages suits students who are keen communicators with enquiring and analytical minds.  The course is 

assessed equally through listening, speaking, reading and writing exams, so those who have confidence in 

all four skill areas will benefit the most. Languages are a good complement to other subjects as many of the 

skills are transferable to other GCSE courses. Languages are also favourably looked upon by universities and 

employers. 

Key components 

 Unit Title Description / Method of Assessment 

Listening and 

Understanding 

25% 

This examination paper worth 25% of the qualification draws on vocabulary and 

structures from across all the themes and topics. (Identity and culture, local area, 

holiday, travel, school, future aspirations, study and work, international and global 

dimension). 

Students are assessed on their understanding of the standard spoken target 

language by one or more speakers in a range of public and social settings. Students 

will respond to multiple-response and short-answer open response questions based 

on a recording featuring male and female native speakers. 

Students must answer all questions in both sections. 

There is no requirement for students to produce written responses in the target 

language. 
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Speaking 

25% 

Students are assessed on their ability to communicate and interact effectively 

through speaking in the target language for different purposes and in different 

settings.  

There are three tasks which must be conducted in the following order: 

 Task 1 – a role play based on one topic that is allocated by Pearson. 

 Task 2 – questions based on a picture stimulus based on one topic that is 

allocated by Pearson. 

 Task 3 – conversation based on two themes. The first theme is based on the 

topic chosen by the student in advance of the assessment. The second 

theme is allocated by Pearson. 

Reading and 

Understanding 

25% 

This paper draws on vocabulary and structures from across all the themes and 

topics.  

Students are assessed on their understanding of the written target language across 

a range of different types of texts, including advertisements, emails, letters, articles 

and literary texts.  

Students are required to respond to multiple-response and short-answer questions 

based on these texts. Students must answer all questions in each of the three 

sections: 

 Section A – instructions in English 

 Section B- instructions in the target language 

 Section C- includes a translation passage from the target language into 

English. 

Writing 

25% 

This paper draws on vocabulary and structures from across all the themes and 

topics.  

Students are assessed on their ability to communicate effectively through writing in 

the target language for different purposes and audiences.  

The instructions to students are in the target language. Word counts are specified 

for each question. Students must answer all questions. 

 Foundation tier – 3 extended response questions and 1 translation into the 

target language. 

 Higher tier – 2 extended response questions and 1 translation into the target 

language. 
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GCSE ART & DESIGN 

Exam Board Course Length Head of Department 

AQA 2 Years Mr B Graham 

Summary of course 
The GCSE Art course: 

 Provides personalised interactive learning. 

 Helps students to develop their own ideas and express their creativity. 

 Enables students to consistently achieve high grades, well above the national average. 

 Is a route to many education and careers opportunities in the creative industries. 

Who will get the most out of this course? 

This course will suit students who enjoy being creative and are committed to working hard in their Art 

lessons. It takes a great deal of concentration, effort and imagination to build the collection of work that is 

required to achieve this GCSE qualification. Drawing skills are essential and students should already have 

some ability to independently develop their own ideas for their work. Students who can analyse and 

comment on the meaning of images will be suitable for this course. 

Key components 

 Unit Title Description / Method of Assessment 

Coursework 

Portfolio 

60% 

The coursework portfolio requires a minimum of two individual units of work. 

The first is based on the visual qualities of maps and the second on landscapes. Both 

units will be predominantly teacher lead. In these units, students will extend their 

knowledge, skill and understanding in a range of materials, techniques and 

processes. At the same time, they will research and present information about 

artists to support and validate their practical work. 

Students who achieve their target grade in the units mentioned above will produce 

a third unit of work at the beginning of Year 11. In this unit students will create a 

personal response by: 

 Exploring and recording their ideas to a theme of their choice 

 Analyse appropriate artists to substantiate and develop their ideas 

 Experiment with appropriate materials, techniques and processes 

 Produce large scale work that reflects their investigations 

To support this unit teachers will: 

 Provide examination type themes to inspire, motivate and challenge 

students 

 Provide a range of learning opportunities to further develop student’s 

knowledge and skills 

 Monitor individual progress against differentiated success criteria 



 

20 | P a g e  
 

Students who do not achieve their target will undertake work to refine, improve and 

add to either their maps or landscape units of work until they achieve their target 

grade. 

Externally Set 

Task 

40% 

The externally set task is similar to coursework. Students will choose one theme (out 

of a choice of approximately seven) from an examination paper set by AQA. 

Students are required to produce a portfolio including a full sketchbook and external 

work in preparation for a 10-hour examination in which one or more pieces of work 

will be created.  
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GCSE BUSINESS STUDIES 

Exam Board Course Length Head of Department 

EdExcel 2 Years Mr D Coppock 

Summary of course 
Why do Business Studies at GCSE? 

 It will be interesting and thought provoking and will enable you to make decisions 

 It encourages enterprise which is ideal if you like the idea of starting your own business 

 With its emphasis on analysis and evaluation it is good preparation for A Level study 

 It is a subject that will prepare you for the world of work 

Who will get the most out of this course? 

Business Studies suits students with problem solving, analytical and evaluative skills. Being able to make 

reasoned decisions and working as a team member are important qualities. If you have ambitions of starting 

your own business or you have an interest in the world of business this course will provide an insight into 

the business world. 

Key components 

 Unit Title Description / Method of Assessment 

Investigating 

Small Business 

50% 

A 1 hour 30 mins written exam worth 50% of the final mark. 

This unit covers all areas of setting up and running a small business. It concentrates 

on the key business concepts, issues and skills involved in starting and running a 

small business. It provides a framework for students to explore business concepts 

through the lens of an entrepreneur setting up a business. 

Building a 

Business 

50% 

A 1 hour 30 mins written exam worth 50% of the final mark.  

This unit builds on the knowledge and understanding demonstrated through the 

previous unit. This unit examines how a business develops beyond the start-up 

phase. It focuses on key business concepts, issues and decisions used to grow a 

business, with an emphasis on marketing, operations, finance and human resources. 

It also considers the impact of the wider world on the decisions a business makes as 

it grows. 
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BTEC FIRST IN BUSINESS 

Exam Board Course Length Head of Department 

EdExcel 2 Years Mr D Coppock 

Summary of course 
Why do the BTEC First in Business? 

 It will be interesting and thought provoking and will enable you to make decisions 

 It encourages enterprise which is ideal if you like the idea of starting your own business 

 With its emphasis on analysis and evaluation it is good preparation for further study and it is a 

subject that will prepare you for the world of work 

 It allows you to complete the majority of assessment through coursework, rather than examination 

Who will get the most out of this course? 

BTEC First in Business is a course that will suit students who enjoy building a portfolio of work and like to 

work independently. As it is 75% coursework it provides an alternative to Business GCSE for students who 

prefer continuous assessment. The course is suitable for anyone who has an interest in business or has 

ambitions to start their own business in the future.  

Key components 

 Unit Title Description / Method of Assessment 

Enterprise in the 

Business World 

A portfolio of coursework within which you will investigate what makes a business 

successful. You will research trends and create an initial plan for a business idea of 

your own. 

Finance for 

Business 

An on-screen examination which you will prepare for through investigating the 

importance of finance in a business. You will learn about the importance of raising 

finance to start the business how to construct cash flow forecasts, profit and loss 

and balance sheets. 

Promoting a 

Brand 

A portfolio of coursework within which you will be investigating the promotion of a 

brand and developing relevant marketing materials. You will gain an understanding 

of the importance of a brand in making a business successful. 

Sales and 

Personal Selling 

A portfolio of coursework within which you will learn about the importance of 

selling in business. You will investigate the work of a sales department and 

understand its role in a successful business. 
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AQA TECHNICAL AWARD IN CHILD DEVELOPMENT 

Exam Board Course Length Head of Department 

AQA 2 Years Mrs C Brennan 

Summary of course 
Children’s Learning and Development is an open and valuable option subject for boys as well as girls. The 

development of this course in recent years has removed the female stereotyped image it has endured in the 

past. 

The main areas of study are related to the different stages of physical, social, emotional and intellectual 

development from birth to adulthood; how to stimulate and create the best environment for positive 

development of children through these stages. 

Who will get the most out of this course? 

This course is of immense value in itself, developing fundamental skills required for family life but for others 

it may be the first step towards a career in one of the caring professions e.g. nursing, teaching, midwifery, 

teaching assistant, nursery nurse, nanny, social worker or health service worker.  

Students frequently use this course to continue studies at A level in Health and Social Care. 

Key components 

 Unit Title Description / Method of Assessment 

Unit 1  

Research Task 

30% 

A 7-hour, internally assessed coursework task, worth 30% of the final grade.  

This is research task carried under controlled conditions in class. The tasks are 

externally set by the examination board and students have to demonstrate their 

primary and secondary research skills. 

Unit 2 

Child Study 

30% 

A 7-hour, internally assessed coursework task, worth 30% of the final grade.  

This is a study of a child’s development under the age of 10 years, over a 4 to 6-

month period.  Students enjoy this assessment as they see how quickly a child 

develops and changes even over such a short period of time. They will carry out and 

evaluate appropriate research and use it to research to select, plan and justify 

activities which will enable them to observe development. 

Unit 3 

Written 

Examination 

40% 

A written examination, worth 40% of the final mark.  

This examination focused on the development of the child from pre-conception to 

10 years. Topic covered will be; factors influencing development pre-conception and 

pregnancy, growth and development, communication and language development, 

learning and play, education provision (until the end of KS2), child health and safety 

and the role of professionals and voluntary organisations. 
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GCSE DESIGN TECHNOLOGY 

Exam Board Course Length Head of Department 

WJEC 2 Years Mrs C Brennan 

Summary of course 
This new course offers a unique opportunity in the curriculum for students to identify and solve real 

problems by designing and making products or systems. Unit 1 is studied by all students, no matter the 

chosen technology specialism and unit 2 is studied in a chosen material area of resistant material, graphics 

or electronics which students select at the start of the course.  

Through studying GCSE Design Technology, learners will be prepared to participate confidently and 

successfully in an increasingly technological world; and be aware of, and learn from, wider influences on 

design and technology, including historical, social/cultural, environmental and economic factors.  

Who will get the most out of this course? 

Students who enjoy combining learning with practical work and designing. Students will have the option to 

choose the material area that they wish to focus their unit 2 coursework on. 

Key components 

 Unit Title Description / Method of Assessment 

Design & 

Technology in the 

21st Century 

50% 

A 2-hour examination worth 50% of the final grade. 

A mix of short answer, structured and extended writing questions assessing students’ 

knowledge and understanding of:  

 Technical principles. 

 Designing and making principles along with their ability to analyse and 

evaluate design decisions and wider issues in design and technology.  

Design & Make 

Task 

50% 

A 35-hour internally assessed coursework task, worth 50% of the final mark. 

This unit is a design and make task, based on a challenge set by the exam board, 

assessing students' ability to:  

• Identify, investigate and outline design possibilities. 

• Design and make prototypes. 

 Analyse and evaluate design decisions and wider issues in design and 

technology. 
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GCSE DRAMA 

Exam Board Course Length Head of Department 

EdExcel 2 Years Ms R Fellows 

Summary of course 
Why do Drama at GCSE? 

 You will develop your improvisation and acting skills to a higher level 

 You will have the opportunity to create your own work, as well as look at plays written by other 

people  

 You will also look at plays in more detail and look at different ways of bringing a script alive on 

stage 

Who will get the most out of this course? 

Drama suits students who are practical, creative and highly imaginative. The course is highly practical so 

students need to have a real passion for performing and creating performance work from a range of texts. 

Students also need to be analytical and be able to evaluate their own work and that of their peers. Since 

Drama is a practical subject it suits students who enjoy working as part of a team. 

Key components 

 Unit Title Description / Method of Assessment 

Devising Theatre 

40% 

Learners will be assessed on their acting through a realisation of their piece of 

devised theatre, worth 15 marks, and a portfolio of supporting evidence, worth a 

further 30 marks. 

The portfolio covers the creating and developing process and analysis and 

evaluation of this process and allows a range of forms of submission, that: 

 can be handwritten/typed evidence between 1500–2000 words, or; 

 can be recorded/verbal evidence between 8–10 minutes, or 

 can be a combination of handwritten/typed evidence (between 750–1000 

words) and recorded/verbal evidence (between 4–5 minutes). 

Performing from 

a Text 

20% 

This non-examination assessment unit, worth 20% of the final grade, provides 

students with the opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding 

of practical drama skills through their application to a live performance and 

communicate to an audience. Students must work collaboratively as members of a 

performance group and will be assessed on the following: 

 voice and movement 

 roles and characterisation 

 communication 

 content, style, form.  

Learners study two extracts from the same performance text chosen by the centre 

and participate in one performance using sections of text from both extracts. 
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Interpreting 

Theatre 

40% 

A 1 hour 30 minutes examination worth 40% of the final mark and split in to two 

sections: 

 Section A (Bringing Texts to Life) consists of one question broken into six 

parts (short and extended responses) based on an unseen extract from the 

chosen performance text. Performance texts are not allowed in the 

examination as the extracts will be provided. 

 Section B (Live Theatre Evaluation) is a live theatre review where learners 

answer one question from a choice of two, requiring analysis and evaluation 

of a given aspect of a live theatre production seen during the course. 

Students are allowed to bring in theatre evaluation notes of up to a 

maximum of 500 words. 
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BTEC ENGINEERING 

Exam Board Course Length Head of Department 

EdExcel 2 Years Mrs C Brennan 

Summary of course 
These qualifications look at the engineered world around us and combine a large proportion of theory based 

concepts and some practical skills. It is internally and externally assessed together with the learning of 

generic skills such as research skills and project management.  This blend of competence is in high demand 

within the industry where there continues to be a need for talented engineers.   

Who will get the most out of this course? 

Those who want to understand the methods, techniques behind engineering work and how it is produced in 

industry will benefit in theory work. The course allows for students to gain specific knowledge, 

understanding and skills for a basis in a future related to this field. Students who have good analysis, 

evaluative, organisational skills will also find the course more accessible and rewarding. 

Key components 

 Unit Title Description / Method of Assessment 

Engineered 

World (Core Unit) 

An on screen examination worth 25% of the final mark in which a Level 2 Pass must 

at least be achieved in order to receive the full qualification. 

Investigate the engineering processes used to manufacture modern products within 

different engineering sectors and study what engineering developments are 

impacting on life today, and in the near future. 

Investigate an 

Engineering 

Product 

An in-school assessed coursework piece where you will investigate a manufactured 

product to learn what considerations a designer would keep in mind when writing a 

technical specification. 

Health & Safety in 

Engineering 

An in-school assessed coursework piece where you will gain awareness of the 

dangers of not working within appropriate legislation and procedures. In the event 

of an incident, it is essential that you know how to respond. This unit will take you 

through the important legislation and policies that you need to know. 

Engineering 

Materials 

An in-school assessed coursework piece where you will develop your knowledge of a 

range of common materials you may encounter in engineering, as well as their 

properties, uses, availability, and how they contribute to a sustainable environment. 
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AQA TECHNICAL AWARD IN FASHION & TEXTILES 

Exam Board Course Length Head of Department 

AQA 2 Years Mrs C Brennan 

Summary of course 
This new and exciting technical award in Fashion and Textiles has been developed for students who want to 

study textiles in a practical way. Students will have the opportunity to learn skills and techniques to make 

products, prototypes and samples using textiles materials. They will gain practical expertise to create high 

quality products using both traditional skills and modern technologies. 

Who will get the most out of this course? 

Ideally you'll be creative, innovative and have an eye for detail. This course complements GCSE Art very well. 

You will learn and develop technical skills involved in making garments and the fashion industry. You will 

enjoy developing a range of skills including, working with fashion design briefs, researching relevant fashion 

designers and textile artists and developing skills in surface decoration techniques and the basics of fashion 

drawings.   

Key components 

 Unit Title Description / Method of Assessment 

Skills 

Demonstration 

30% 

An internally assessed project portfolio that will be undertaken in Year 10, with 

students demonstrating 12 required skills. 

Learners will carry out a number of bite-sized projects to demonstrate their 

competency against twelve practical skills; colouring fabrics, surface embellishment, 

fabric shaping, joining fabrics, applying fastenings, decorative edges, setting sleeves, 

collars, combining materials, using a pattern, patch pockets and finally teamwork. 

Extended Making 

Project 

30% 

An internally assessed design and make folder that will be undertaken in Year 11. 

For this unit, learners will undertake an extended project that showcases the skills 

they have developed in unit 1. Pupils are assessed in five sections; planning, 

sampling, making, testing and evaluating and communication. 

Written 

Examination 

40% 

A 1 hour 30 minutes written examination, taken at the end of Year 11. 

Students will learn the fundamentals of fashion and textiles. Students knowledge of 

materials and their properties will be assessed, as well as industrial and commercial 

practices in the fashion and textile industries.  They will also learn about related 

career opportunities. 
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GCSE FOOD PREPARATION & NUTRITION 

Exam Board Course Length Head of Department 

WJEC 2 Years Mrs C Brennan 

Summary of course 
This is a re-developed GCSE and focuses on Food and Nutrition and is no longer a Design Technology subject. 

In studying Food Preparation and Nutrition students will: 

• Learn about different foods, ingredients, processes and techniques. 

• Develop Food investigation skills as the course has a more Food science focus. 

• Develop practical cooking skills. 

• Understand about nutrition and health. 

• Plan, prepare and cook a range of dishes based on skill development 

Who will get the most out of this course? 

Students who enjoy cooking and working with food or wish to enter into a related profession in the future 

will enjoy this course. Students with good practical abilities and skills who are enthusiastic at being creative 

and inventive with food will enjoy it. Students who like to explore, investigate and experiment ‘the how and 

why’ of food will really enjoy this course. The course has both practical and theoretical components and 

students who enjoy exploring the skills, techniques, science behind food and its functions will get the most 

out of it. 

Key components 

 Unit Title Description / Method of Assessment 

Written 

Examination 

50% 

A 2-hour examination worth 50% of the final mark and split in to two sections: 

Section A contains questions based on stimulus material. 

Section B contains structured, short and extended response questions to assess 

content related to food preparation and nutrition. 

Controlled 

Assessment 

50% 

A two-part, 20-hour controlled assessment worth 50% of the final mark: 

Part A – Food investigation assessment worth 15% of the total GCSE. This task requires you to 

investigate and evaluate the working characteristics, functional and chemical properties of 

ingredients creating a report setting out their findings (8 hours). 

Part B – Food preparation assessment worth 35% of the total GCSE. This task 

requires you to plan a menu of three dishes, prepare, cook and present it in a 

3 hour exam period (12 hours of total work). 
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BTEC ICT 

Exam Board Course Length Head of Department 

EdExcel 2 Years Mr D Coppock 

Summary of course 
Why do a BTEC First in Information and Creative Technology? 

 You will become technology savvy, involved in the development of technology products 

 You will gain a broad understanding and knowledge of the Information Technology sector and some 

aspects of the creative industries e.g. electronic publishing or multimedia  

 It will develop you personally and improve your confidence through practical participation and by 

giving you responsibility for your own projects. 

 It will provide an opportunity to enter employment within a wide range of job roles across the 

Information Technology sector and some aspects of the creative industries, such as Website 

Content Manager, Computer Animator and Graphic Designer. 

Who will get the most out of this course? 

BTEC First in Information and Creative Technology is a course that will suit students who enjoy building a 

portfolio of work and like to work independently. As it is 75% coursework it provides an alternative to 

Computer Science GCSE for students who prefer continuous assessment. The course is suitable for anyone 

who has an interest in ICT or Computing. 

Key components 

 Unit Title Description / Method of Assessment 

The Online World 

25% 

An on-screen examination where you will demonstrate your understanding of the 

main technologies and processes behind the internet. You will investigate how they 

come together to let you view websites and send information across the world. You 

will explore a range of digital devices, such as smart phones and digital music 

players and consider the technology that enables these devices to share and 

exchange information. 

A Digital Portfolio 

25% 

In this unit you will learn how to create a digital portfolio that includes a series of 

web pages with links to content that you have created. You will learn how to make 

use of multimedia assets such as images, sound and video to make your portfolio 

appealing and engaging. 

Creating Digital 

Audio 

25% 

In this unit you will plan, record and edit digital audio products in a similar way to 

how it is done in industry and be introduced to the technology and techniques used 

by professionals. You will be given a brief that will need to be fulfilled. You will also 

need to think about creative aspects of the project as well as technical skills. You will 

need to record original audio and combine this with imported audio files to create 

an audio product. Once finished, you will review the products, having obtained 

feedback from others and evaluate possible improvements 
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Spreadsheet 

Development 

25% 

In this unit you will understand the many uses for spreadsheets and the tools and 

techniques that are available and become skilled at using them. You will be able to 

apply some of your findings to your own spreadsheet solutions. 
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 GCSE MUSIC 

Exam Board Course Length Head of Department 

AQA 2 Years Mr D Lilley 

Summary of course 
Why do Music at GCSE? 

 The GCSE course provides a fascinating insight into a wide range of musical genres and cultures. It 

incorporates the study of Popular, Western Classical and World Music.  

 Coursework makes up 60% of the content and allows students to work creatively within their own 

musical interests.  

 Unlike in years 7-9, performances now take place on a student’s own instrument/voice and with 

other musicians in or outside of school.  

 The introduction of composition and specialist music software sets students up with the skills to 

take music further or access other post-16 courses such as Music Technology.  

Who will get the most out of this course? 

Music suits students who have a passion for performing on their instrument/voice. Students must have 

instrumental/vocal lessons during the GCSE course due to 30% being performance based.  An ability to read 

standard notation is not essential at the start of the course but students will be expected to read music early 

in the course. The willingness to listen to all genres of music and study them in detail is absolutely essential. 

GCSE music is a demanding course where those students who are committed and hardworking will thrive.  

All students are expected to perform in front of an audience. 

Key components 

 Unit Title Description / Method of Assessment 

Component 1 – 

Performance 

30% 

Students give two performances on their instrument/voice: one individually (solo) 

and one as a group (ensemble). Total performance time must be between 4 and 7 

minutes. There will be frequent performance opportunities throughout the course. 

Component 2 – 

Composition 

30% 

A composition component where students are required to compose two pieces of 

music lasting for 3-6 minutes, combined.  One free composition and one to a brief 

set by the exam board. Each composition is accompanied by a written appraisal. 

Component 3 – 

Examination 

40% 

A 1 hour 15 minutes examination, worth 40% of the final mark, where students 

complete a written paper based on listening examples and contextual 

understanding. The skills for this element is developed through the study of Popular 

and Classical music.  For each area there is a study piece(s) on which students are to 

answer questions. 
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GCSE PHILOSOPHY 

Exam Board Course Length Subject Leader 

AQA 2 Years Mrs C Wearne 

Summary of course 
GCSE Philosophy will develop the following: 

 The ability to interpret and synthesise information and formulate questions and solve problems. 

 The ability to understand the meaning of complex written documents. 

 Writing skills and the ability to construct a reasoned argument. 

 Empathy and the ability to understand people and take on board others' views. 

 The ability to work methodically and accurately. 

 Independence of mind and the ability to think for yourself. 

Who will get the most out of this course? 

This course would suit anyone wishing to enter today’s multicultural workplace and global economy, basic 

knowledge about other cultures, religious and philosophical outlooks are indispensable. In addition, good 

interpreters of information such as gathering, organising and understanding data are skills that are 

absolutely essential for progression onto A Level courses. Success in your future career path also depends 

on making connections with people. Studying philosophy is about people and their viewpoints. You will need 

to relate to others, build bridges and learn to incorporate many diverse perspectives at once; this GCSE will 

provide an excellent foundation. 

Key components 

 Unit Title Description / Method of Assessment 

The Study of 

Religions 

50% 

A 1 hour 45 minutes examination based on the study of the beliefs, teachings and 

practices of Buddhism and Christianity. 

Thematic Studies 

50% 

A 1 hour 45 minutes examination based on religious, philosophical and ethical 

studies of Buddhism & Christianity. 
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GCSE PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Exam Board Course Length Head of Department 

EdExcel 2 Years Mr D Fitzsimmons 

Summary of course 

 Students will receive a well-rounded and full introduction to the world of PE, sport and sport 

science through the combination of physical performance and academic challenges. 

 Students will engage with key issues and themes relating to contemporary global influences on 

physical education and sport. 

 Students will develop a multitude of skills, including numeracy, communication and an 

understanding of practical performances in order to support progression to the next level of study.  

 You will have three theory lessons and two practical lessons each fortnight.  

Who will get the most out of this course? 

 Students who have a keen interest in sport and recreation and always look forward to P.E lessons.  

 Students who take part in sport and physical activity outside of P.E. lessons.  

 Students who want to follow a course that develops knowledge and understanding through 

practical involvement.  

 Students who want to know more about the benefits of sport and exercise.  

 Students who want to improve their own performance in a range of sports roles.  

 Students who are considering a sports-related career or an A Level/higher education related sports 

course in the future.  

 Students who are interested in learning the theory about training, and what happens to our body 

systems when we exercise. 

Key components 

 Unit Title Description / Method of Assessment 

Fitness and Body 

Systems 

36% 

A 1 hour 45 minutes examination, worth 36% of the final grade, covering four areas: 

 Applied anatomy and physiology 

 Movement analysis 

 Physical training 

 Use of data 

Health and 

Performance 

24% 

A 1 hour 15 minutes examination, worth 24% of the final grade, covering four areas: 

 Health, fitness and well-being 

 Sport psychology 

 Socio-cultural influences 

 Use of data 

Personal Exercise 

Programme (PEP) 

10% 

The assessment, worth 10% of the final grade, consists of students producing a 

Personal Exercise Programme (PEP), and will require students to analyse and 

evaluate their performance. 
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Practical 

Performance 

40% 

Students complete and are assessed on their performance (worth 40% of the final 

grade) in three physical activities from a set list: 

 One must be a team activity 

 One must be an individual activity 

 The final activity can be a free choice 

 

  



 

36 | P a g e  
 

GCSE PSYCHOLOGY 

Exam Board Course Length Head of Department 

EdExcel 2 Years Miss J Davies 

Summary of course 
Psychology at A Level has enjoyed popularity and success in the Sixth Form and is available to study at GCSE. 

It is hoped that studying Psychology will support students in the following ways: 

 Providing an opportunity, in the context of real-life issues for students to appreciate psychological 

concepts and contexts. 

 Allow students to understand the methodologies and the basis of how psychology works.  

 Provide a course of learning that is relevant to everyday life that is linked with the science 

curriculum. 

 It is important that students have a good grasp of scientific and mathematical methods to be able 

to access this course.   

Who will get the most out of this course? 

 Students who have an awareness or interest in the study of the human mind and behaviours 

 Students who are effective verbal and written communicators  

 Students who enjoy discussion, argument and analytical thinking 

Key components 

 Unit Title Description / Method of Assessment 

Compulsory 

Element 

55% 

A 1 hour 45 minutes examination, worth 55% of the final grade, covering six topics: 

• Topic 1: Development  

o Understanding brain development  

o Understanding the role of education and intelligence 

o Understand the effects of learning; Dweck and Willingham’s theories. 

o Piaget and Inhelder 

o Gunderson 

o Issues and debates – morality 

• Topic 2: Memory 

o Structure and process of memory  

o Understanding amnesia  

o Features of memory  

o Reconstructive memory – Bartlett 

o Multi-store model 

o Reductionism.  

• Topic 3: Psychological problems  

o Depression and Addiction  
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o Nature nurture 

• Topic 4: Brain and neuropsychology  

o Structure of the brain and function  

o Lateralisation  

o Neurons 

• Topic 5: Social Influence 

o Obedience  

o Conformity  

o Deindividuation  

o Bystander effect 

o Behaviour of crowds 

o Societal and cultural issues 

• Topic 6 – will contain two extended open-response questions. These 

questions will focus on debates within psychology and the interrelationships 

between the core areas of psychology. 

Additional 

Element 

45% 

A 1 hour 20 minutes examination, worth 45% of the final grade, divided into two 

sections: 

 Section A: Research Methods – How do you carry out psychological 

research? Student’s knowledge and understanding of research methods will 

be assessed in depth in this section. The contexts used in question papers for 

this topic will draw on the topics from the Compulsory Element. 

 Section B: A combination of Criminal Psychology (i.e. Operant and social 

learning theory, Biological explanations, Understanding the effects of 

punishment, and Understanding the effects of two treatments) and 

Perception (i.e. Depth cues and visual illusions, Understanding the direct 

theory of perception, Understanding the constructivist theory of perception, 

and Perceptual set). 
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GCSE SOCIOLOGY 

Exam Board Course Length Head of Department 

EdExcel 2 Years Mrs K Pearson 

Summary of course 
Sociology at A level has enjoyed popularity and success in the Sixth Form for well over a decade and is 

available to study at GCSE. 

This is a GCSE course that is not taught in KS3 at Tytherington School so many of you will be wondering what 

exactly this subject is. Sociology is the study of the development, structure, and functioning of human society 

and relationships. 

 Introduction to a number of new and fascinating theories and concepts 

 This course will challenge the way you see the social world around you 

 The emphasis on evaluation and analysis skills are an excellent foundation for A level study 

 Help you organise conflicting theories and concepts to arrive at clear and distinct conclusions 

 Once you start seeing the world sociologically, things will never be the same again! 

Who will get the most out of this course? 

 Students who have an awareness or interest in social issues and current affairs 

 Students who are effective verbal and written communicators  

 Students who enjoy discussion, argument and lively lessons 

Key components 

 Unit Title Description / Method of Assessment 

Studying Society 

(Research 

Methods): 

Education and 

Families 

A 1 hour 30 minutes examination, worth 50% of the final grade, covering: 

 Studying Society 

o What is sociology?  

o How do we understand the language that sociologists use?  

o What is a social structure, process and issue?  

o What is quantitative and qualitative research?  

 Education 

o Why do we have schools?  

o How do we measure educational success and failure?  

o What is the hidden curriculum?  

o Why is education a political issue?  

 Family 

o What is the conventional nuclear family? 

o What are role relationships in the family and how have they changed 

over time? 

o What are the alternatives to the family?  
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Crime & Deviance 

Mass Media 

Power 

Social Inequality 

A 1 hour 30 minutes examination, worth 50% of the final grade, covering: 

 How do we explain criminal and deviant behaviour?  

 How do we measure the amount of crime in society?  

 Who commits crime?  

 Who owns the media? 

 What effect does the mass media have on society? 

 What are media stereotypes? 

 What does it mean to be poor in Britain today? 

 What is social stratification? 
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THE GUIDED CHOICES FORM 
So that you are prepared and aware, you will be making your choices on a personalised form that will look 

like this: 
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NOTES PAGE 
Please feel free to use this page in order to make any notes that you may wish. 
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