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Death & Life, 1915, Gustav Klimt 

Study the painting above and answer the following questions:

CONTENT (What do you see in the picture?)

1 What is the subject matter of the work, what is it about? 
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2 Has the subject been treated realistically or is their deliberate  exaggeration, 

 symbolism, distortion, abstraction, if so why?  

3 Are there hidden meanings suggested through the expression of the figures or the 

 use of colour? 

FORM (How has the subject been arranged?)

4 What kind of colour scheme has been used, is it for example, harmonious tones of one 

 colour or are there contrasts of different colours? Why does he change the colours? 

5 Describe what types of shapes does the artist use when he paints?  
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6 Does the work capture a mood, feeling or emotion? Can you imagine what the artist’s 

 feelings were while producing the work? 

7 Does the work affect you, the viewer in any way?

8 How do you think you can use the style in your work? 


